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TAKE AN INTERNATIONAL ‘VOYAGE’ RIGHT HERE IN MISSOULA
MISSOULA-Journey to The University of Montana-Missoula and experience the foods, cultures and
traditions of more than 50 countries from around the world.
“Voyage of the Senses,” the Seventh Annual International Festival & Food Bazaar, will
introduce and highlight international month at the University. The UM International Student
Association and Office o f Foreign Student & Scholar Services will hold this multicultural event
Sunday, April 6, at the University Center on campus. The organizers welcome everyone from
Missoula and surrounding communities to experience diverse cultures and traditions.
This year’s festival is dedicated to Alex Stepanzoff, who founded the ISA in 1924. Stepanzoff
was the organization’s first president, and he chose the organization’s motto: “Above all nations is
humanity.” Missoulians knew him as a contributor to the community and a city band leader.
Stepanzoff died in the summer of 1996 at the age of 94.
UM currently has 400 foreign students from 60 countries, and the festival gives them a chance
to represent their homelands with ethnic foods, cultural displays, children’s events and international
performances.
Booths in the atrium of the UC will sell samples of ethnic foods, which international students
will prepare from traditional recipes and authentic ingredients. Missoula community members will
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help the students prepare, cook and sell the food at the bazaar. Cultural booths will feature arts, crafts,
videos, photographs and souvenirs of foreign countries, and people will have the opportunity to buy
some of these items. Free children's events will also be a highlight ot the festival, including crafts,
games, shows, songs and stories that will encourage hands-on involvement.
The International Festival & Food Bazaar will also have a cultural show in the Copper
Commons on the second level of the UC. The show will include international dancers and musicians
in their national costumes. In the past. ISA has charged a $1 entrance fee for the cultural show, but this
year it has collected enough money through fund raising to avoid an entrance fee. This will be the tirst
time in the history of this festival that the visitors can experience and enjoy a free show.
People can enjoy the food/display booths and children's events from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.. and the
cultural show will continue until 6 p.m.
The tradition o f the International Festival & Food Bazaar continues thanks to donations and
support from the UM and Missoula communities.
For more information about the festival, call Mona Mondava, OFSSS program coordinator, at
(406) 243-2226.
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